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Manga Story Setup I – The Setting

• Time: early winter, 2045

• Place: 
• Fictional village called Kōgami

• Issues:
• Going to the store
• Picking up medication
• Regular health check-ups
• Isolation and loneliness
• Technology knowledge

Smart Aging Society 
Initiative:

• Elderly people supported 
by a multifunctional robot 

Kōbako / 公箱
• Local networks supported 

by agents



Manga Story Setup II – The Technology

Kōbako / 公箱

Storage compartment

Fold-out chair 
with belt

Sturdy handle for 
walking assistance

Detachable tablet with 
preloaded applications

Money compartment

SOS button for 
Emergency modeFold-out arm

Tank-like wheels for 
various terrains

Face display that can tilt 
slightly with a camera 
and thermal sensor

***All images were AI generated.



Manga Story Setup III - Characters

Kōbi-chan / Kōbako
Role: Protagonist

Yui
Role: 
Buddy/Supporter

Snowstorm and 
The Hacker group
Role: Antagonistic 
elements

***All images were AI generated.

Mariko Takahashi
Role: Main character



Manga Story Summary

Third Act
• Kōbi-chan defies programming & saves his owner!
• The hackers are captured & the robots are restored.
• Takahashi-san continues her happy life with Kōbi-chan.

***All images were AI generated.

First Act
• Introduction of the characters and the setting.

Second Act
• Takahashi-san falls, and the snowstorm starts.
• Kōbi-chan’s emergency protocol is hijacked.
• Yui realizes something is wrong and intervenes.



Why these story elements?

Emotional 
Involvement

•Kōbi-chan is not 
just a robot.

• Technology can be 
humane.

• Can preserve 
dignity, strengthen 
bonds, and 
empower seniors!

Empowering 
aging

• No forced 
relocation!

• Connections 
through smart 
technology!

• Having an 
independent and 
meaningful life in 
rural areas.

Technical 
Vulnerability

• Downsides of 
technology.

• Weather, hackers, 
but also 
accessibility, 
privacy/security.

• Ease of access, 
NOT easy access 
to information!



What I tried to do…

• Create multilayered characters and relationships 
Focus on roles in a smart care ecosystem: a senior, a helper, a caregiver.

• Use Kōgami village to show real demographic challenges in Japan 
rural depopulation, aging alone, care labor shortages.

• Create a plausible smart society  challenges still exist –
every system is as ethical as its weakest actor. 

• Blend emotional and technological 
the ELIZA effect: human-machine relationships emotional and valuable.
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